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The following is the story of the Motz, Bauer, Holz and Kollath families
Blacksmith Shop as written by Lillian Motz Bauer who was born and lived in the Motz Cabin
Kathy Lauenstein at the Richfield Historical Park.The cabin was moved to the Park from
Collections Willow Creek Road just east of Amy Belle School. Lillian’s stories are a
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wonderful testimony of one family closely associated with our Pioneer
Homestead at the Richfield Historical Park.

THE MOTZ LOG HOUSE by Lillian Motz Bauer - July 2003

I was born in the log house that has been taken down, log by log, marked and
stored by the Richfield Historical Society. It will be rebuilt at the Richfield Park.

I have many memories of that old
house. In 1908, my parents built a
new house, and the log house became
the summer house. Every spring we
moved into the summer house. We
only slept and bathed in the new
house. The bath water was heated in
the reservoir on the old wood stove in
the summer house and was carried in
buckets to the bath tub in the new
house.

My three cousins (whose parents had
both died and lived in separate foster
homes) spent most of the summer
with us.

Lillian Motz Bauer 1907 - 2005

The two younger boys and I were expected to keep the wood box filled with wood
and the reservoir filled with water from the well. We went barefoot. At night, my
mother put the wash tub on the porch for us to wash our feet at bedtime.

The boys slept upstairs in the summer house but I, being the only girl, had to sleep
in my room in the new house. I always felt I was missing something, not being
able to sleep up there.
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The older cousin and my brother Otis helped with the farm work, the garden and picking fruit and vegetables. My
mother was busy all summer cooking and baking and keeping her large family happy. Besides she canned quarts
and quarts of cherries, strawberries, raspberries, plums, pears and tomatoes, also jars of jams and jelly. She canned
applesauce, but some apples were dried or sulfured. She liked the sulfured ones best even though they were more
work.

Sulfuring was done outdoors in the shade. Apples were peeled and quartered and placed in a cheese-cloth bag.
Live coals were placed in the bottom of a metal barrel, and the apples were hung over them. Then the sulfur was
sprinkled on the coals, and the barrel was tightly covered for four or five hours. The apples came out white and
plump and were stored in covered containers. They lasted for months and did not taste or smell like sulfur. They
made wonderful pies and kuchens.

The old hand propelled washing machine stood in the cormner of the kitchen. We kids took turns at pumping the
handle on wash days.

With all the activity going on in the kitchen, it was very hot. So we ate in the living room with the door and
windows open to the breeze. I remember lying on the couch with a toothache watching the rest of the family eating
dinner.

The summer house was also used at butchering time. The meat was cut and prepared for smoking. Sausage and
head cheese were made. Pork chops, steaks and sausage were fried down and placed in stone jars and covered with
hot lard. Beef was canned and some covered in large kegs of heavy salt brine.

That old log house saw a lot of living even after it became a summer house.

About 1920, my father bought a new car, a Chevy sedan. Part of the east wall of the summer house was removed
for a large door, and the kitchen became a garage. (The 1913 Ford Model T touring car was kept in the Machine
Shed.) All family cars have had their home in that house until 1984.

I hope I live long enough to see that old log house restored at the Richfield Historical Park.

Walter Benjaman Motz & Emma Holz Motz by Lillian Bauer — 1999

My dad was born May 3, 1869 in the Township of Richfield. He lived
at the same place when he died August 13, 1967. He was a small short
man, never weighed over 110 pounds. But he was wiry and full of
spirit. He was an avid reader. He could read and write before going
to school at age seven. He attended school near the church which was
a log building with rough plank floors. There were wide cracks
between the planks, so sweeping was easy. There was a ledge around
two walls with benches in front of it where children sat with their
slates. During the winter, when the field work was done, everyone
under twenty went to school.

In 1886, when the new church was built (Zion Church), the school
was torn down and a new brick school was built on a 2 acre plot on
the comer. Charles Motz donated the % acre, or sold it for a small
price. We all went to that one room school, even Arvin, Dennis and
Kerlin (my children.)

Walter & Emma Heolz Motz
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When my dad was about thirteen, he got the measles and was very sick. He spent the time in bed and read
everything he could get hold of day and night. Something happened to his eyes; and after that, he could not read.
He spent two weeks at a doctor’s home in Milwaukee where they tried to help him. The cure was just partial, and

he spent the rest of his life bathing his eyes and reading very little. My mother read to him every night for as long
as I can remember.

My mother, Emma Holz, worked in Waukesha for several years. Then in
1898 when Pauline, my dad’s mother, became very ill and needed nursing
attention, she was hired to take care of her.

My parents were married July 6, 1899. My brother Otis was born July 12,
1900. I was born September 20, 1907, one year after my grandmother
died.

A year later, my parents built a new home. The builders stayed all week.
My mother made up a bedroom in the Granary with three beds for the
men. [ still remember seeing the curtains in the window of the Granary.
She served three meals and two lunches every day most of the summer to
the men as well as to her own family. Aunt Elsie (Maschman) helped her
sometimes.

My mother always helped with the harvest, shocking grain and hauling

hay and grain. The grain bundles were always hauled into the barn to
season before threshing later. My mother would never ride on top of a
load of hay or grain. Dad fashioned a wide plank to extend behind the
wagon where she rode to and from the fields.

A D,

Emma Holz Motz

In 1913, my dad bought a car, a Ford Touring car. They enjoyed it for many years. I think they visited every church
of our denomination within 200 miles. If there was a celebration or special event in any church, they went. I
remember one time we went to Bondowell to some celebration. All I do remember about it was we were invited
to a farm family for dinner, and all three children had dirty ears.

In early years in late summer, the Chateauguay came to Menomonee Falls for a week. We always went. There
were musical groups, stand-up comics, and all kinds of entertainment. An ice cream vendor always provided ice
cream. You had to lick fast before it melted. They cost five cents.

My father was always interested in education. He provided books and magazines which my mother read every
night after supper and chores. In earlier years, some were in German. We always had all the church magazines and
books. I never had “homework” until I went to high school. So I sat in on all the readings.

My mother could sew, knit, crochet and tat and with her sisters made many quilts. I learned to do all those things
early in life, but I never did leamn to tat. I just could not master that. Mom braided rugs from rags and my silk
stockings.

In 1948, Mom bought some raw wool from Elmer Kelling who had sheep. She washed it, carded it, and spun it
into yarn, then knitted socks, caps and mittens. I think there is still a hank of that yarn in a box at Kerlins. One of
the last things she did was to take a piece of now clean wool, her carder and spinning wheel to a Home Economics
meeting to show how it was done. She died a few days later — December 5, 1953.
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Except for around the barn, what you won't notice are all of the ash trees that have been removed. Three years ago
they lined the Park from one end to the other. The lawn mowing and snow removal also fall into the seasonal chores
of the Historical Society. One of the maintenance tasks that we are currently working on is to clean the moss and other
debris off of each buildings cedar roofs and treating them so as to extend their life span. All of these projects are
accomplished through the efforts of members having a passion for the Park, volunteering their time to improve the
Park so that all have a pride in this jewel of the community.

Come on out to the Park and take a look! We have a group of retired guys that meet there on Thursdays at 8 a.m., our
volunteer work group. We also get together at 10 a.m. on Sunday's for the younger set that would like to get mvolved
I hope you'll come out and see us! You can contact me at 262-909-0129

Volunteer Coordinator Sharon Lofty

The Richfield Historical Society 22™ Annual Thresheree & Harvest Festival will be September 18 &19. We are
grateful to our many sponsors. They help us present this great two-day event.

The steam engines need to be hauled to and from the show.

There are some exhibitors (saw mill) that are paid to come to our event. But, we have so many exhibitors
who come at their own expense (gasoline engines, Model “T” & Model” A” Car Clubs, WWI & WWII
exhibitors, encampments, tractor, truck and car collections. New this year is the American Truck Historical
Society — Beer City Chapter Exhibit.

There will be more activities for children - look for the Kids Zone (provided and run by the Sussex Antique
Power Club) along with other activities for children around the grounds.

This year check out the Mill with the Superior engine in our new attached Engine Shed.

The House will have a great display of clothing from the Mayer family.

Look for the Smoke House to emit real smoke.

Visit the Lillicrapp Welcome Center to gain information on the Richfield area and see what is new in the
General Store.

Check out the Blacksmith Shop and see what they are hammering.

The Pioneer Homestead will teach the basics of making apple cider, sauerkraut, turning wool into yarn, cast
iron cooking, washboard laundry, goat milking all while listening to Grandpas Banjo.

Don’t forget the Silent Auction Tent with great items for yourself and possible gifts for those you know.
Sweets ‘n’ Stuff will be filled with items for everyone along with bakery treats.

Are you a pie baker? Enter our Pie Contest Saturday & Sunday. Bring your cooled and set fruit pie to the
Pie Tent by 10 a.m. Judging will be at 10:30 a. m. 1, 2™ and 3" place prizes will be given both days. (Please
no cream pies.) Also, bring cooled pies. (If the pies are still hot or warm, they cannot be sliced, served, and
judged properly.) If you do not want your pie judged, we will gratefully accept it and sell slices to our
attendees.

For this year, the food will be served by the Richfield Lions. Also, the Humane Society will provide chili.
Be sure to stop at the Richfield Historical Society Beverage & Ice Cream tent for refreshments and ice cream
treats. ’
Look for the Sweet Corn tent. Kettle Korn will be a great snack.

Also, fresh produce, canned jellies & pickles will be available along the way.

At the Sugar Shack you can find Richfield Historical Society’s maple cotton candy.
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Richfield Historical Society’s new bridge will be ready for use during the Thresheree. It is located where
the walking bridge was. Now the people movers will be able to make a complete circle in the Park. Hop on
one, and it will take you around the Park and then back to the parking lot. The Tractor Parade (Saturday &
Sunday 11:30 a.m..) will be able to make a complete circle as well. This has been on the planning table for
many years. Finally, all the “t’s” were crossed and the “i’s” dotted.

WTKM Live Remote will be present Saturday morning, along with the Ed Hause Band.

Kettle Moraine Musicians will perform in the afternoon.

Sunday morning, Tale Spin will perform followed by Jefferson Davis in the afternoon.

You will be receiving an email with a listing of areas where we need a helping hand. Please help if you can. We
know not everyone can. If you cannot help, maybe you can come and see the event. Maybe you know of someone
who would like to volunteer. Either pass their name and information on to me — Sharon (262-297-1546) or have
them give me a call.

It’s unbelievable that we have done this event for over 20 years. A BIG THANK YOU goes to all of YOU -
VOLUNTEERS that make this event possible year after year!!!

BE SURE TO CHECK OUT THE THRESHEREE ENCLOSED FLIER.

Sponsors & Goods/Services Donors

Sponsors for our events and Good/Services donors are a very important and appreciated element of the operation of the
Richfield Historical Society. The support of these contributors enables the Society to continue the projects which preserve
the history of the Village of Richfield and share it with current and future generations.

Wheat $500 or more Oates $249 - $100

Dr. Don & Janis Crego (Thresheree) Gehring Sales & Service, Inc. (Thresheree)

Dehumidifier Corporation of America (Art Fair) Helena Chemical Company (Thresheree)

E. H. Wolf & Sons, Inc. (Thresheree) Straight Arrow Financial Group (Art Fair)

Forte Bank (Thresheree) United Cooperative (Thresheree)

John P. Gehl (Thresheree)

William Gehl (Thresheree) Goods/Services

Legend Seeds (Thresheree

Lexg;ke Seid Fz(lrmse(Thresgleree) Conley Media (Advertising Discount)

Wissota Sand & Gravel Co. (Thresheree) County Wide Extinguisher (Fire Extinguishers-Thresheree)
Digital Edge (Printing)

Rye $499 - $250 Graphic Edge (Printing)

No Mosquitoes For You (Discount for Art Fair)

window Select (Art Fair) Jean Reif (Plants for Park Flower Bed)

Roskopf’s RV Center (Use of Camper-Thresheree)
Waste Management (Trash Removal)

Wissota Sand & Gravel (Gravel)

Wolf Bros. Fuel, Inc. (LP Gas)
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SOCIETY FALL PROGRAMS - Richfield Fire Station #1 on HWY 175 - 7:00 p.m.

(Programs are open to the public at no charge, and all are welcome!)

SEPTEMBER 23, 2021 ~ “Pioneer Cooking and Early Cuisine” — Susan Sawdey

Early frontier cooking was greatly influenced by place and season. By necessity food was cooked by very simple
methods. Dutch ovens, frying pans, boiling pots, and roasting spits were typically employed. Susan Sawdey,
Committee Chair for our Pioneer Homestead, is known for her hands on demonstrations of pioneer cooking at our
Motz Log Cabin.

OCTOBER 28, 2021 — “The Black Hawk War of 1832 — Wisconsin’s Last Indian War” — Dr. Patrick J. Jung

The Black Hawk War of 1832 was the last Indian war fought in Wisconsin. Dr. Jung’s talk will provide a general
overview of the conflict, including the causes of the war, its principal battles, and the war’s final consequences.
The greatest consequence was that the Black Hawk War provided the way for large-scale white settlement in
Wisconsin after 1832

NOVEMBER 18, 2021- “Mittens on the Tree” — Jessica Michna

Ms. Michna is no stranger to RHS. She will be with us again now presenting as Caroline Ingalls, the mother of
Laura Ingalls Wilder author of “The Little House on the Prairie.” Caroline Ingalls was born in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin in 1839. She and her husband, Charles Ingalls had five children. Their second oldest girl was authoress
Laura Ingalls Wilder.
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